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ASC maintains the world'’s leading voluntary sustainability scheme for
aquaculture, and as a Code Compliant member of the ISEAL Alliance, we adhere

to clear standards on the collection, use and transparency of data collected and
mMaintained across our programmes — publicly sharing and permitting access to
those data that we have consent to do so. ASC defines data requirements to
demonstrate performance against our programmes and collects and maintains
select data based on justified needs with defined uses. Data collected by ASC
programmes is obtained following consent and may contain data of confidential
or sensitive nature'.

This report summarises the collection and application of data submitted to ASC
by producers and feed mills through our certification and labelling programme
and improver programme and ASC defined uses for these data. We commit to
review data collection and application annually and will release an updated
report following our review.

ASC commitment to transparency, accountability and responsible data
stewardship

The data submitted to ASC through our certification and labelling programme
and the improver programme support assurance and integrity, demonstrate our
impacts and delivery of our mission, inform programme evaluation and
development, contribute to our research priorities and drive improved practices
across the sector, and deliver services to our programme’s partners. Farms and
feed mills enter into ASC certification and improvement projects voluntarily; ASC
makes all appropriate and reasonable actions in the maintenance and protection
of the data submitted through our programmes.

In our commitment to transparency, we publicly share the findings of third-party
audits under the ASC programmes and demand public reporting of much data
regarding certification status and other compliance requirements, which in turn
enable/promote scrutiny, stakeholder engagement, collaborations and

! For more information, please see the ASC Data Sharing Policy V1.0 and ASC Privacy Policy.
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https://isealalliance.org/
https://programme-centre.asc-aqua.org/app/uploads/2025/06/ASC-DAT-003-ASC-Data-Sharing-Policy-V1.0-June-2025.pdf
https://asc-aqua.org/privacy-policy/
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accountability. ASC makes all efforts to share data publicly to advance seafood
sustainability through our Impacts dashboards, annual reports and searchable
databases on the ASC website? Data submitted directly to ASC, however, may
contain confidential or sensitive information that cannot be shared publicly and
may be aggregated or redacted from these outputs.

Regular review to ensure efficiency and maximise added value

This report summarizes the data maintained by ASC programmes and the
designated uses for these data. ASC invites interested stakeholders to work with
us to drive responsibility in the sector and look for opportunities to build
information and fill data gaps. ASC will review use cases against collected data
annually. This may result in modified use cases, revision to data submission
requirements (addition or change in variables and definitions, for example) or
removal of requirements. The implementation of changes to data submission
requirements are embedded within the ASC Programme Development and
Revisions Procedure.

Data submitted by ASC certified entities and those in aquaculture improvement
projects vary by requirements and submission timeframes. Under the ASC Farm
Standard applicability of data requirements will further vary across production
system, species produced, habitat (for example marine or freshwater), waterbody
type (more sensitive enclosed waterbodies or those that are open), and feed
dependency. Data are submitted during initial audit, certification cycle and for
suspended farms.

All data collected have intrinsic value for academia and other stakeholders and
can help progress ASC's transformative and holistic Mission towards
sustainable/responsible aquaculture production. The following tables summarise
the primary uses designated by ASC in support of data submission. ASC
recognises the potential burden imposed with submission of these data and have
made every attempt to ensure ease of process and standardization. ASC commits
to reviewing the intended use of data annually, with the intent to ensure
accountability of our operations.

2These include ASC on the Map, Find a Farm, Find a Feed Mill, Find a Product, Find a Supplier,
Find an AIP
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https://asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://asc-aqua.org/find-feed-mill/
https://asc-aqua.org/find-a-product/
https://asc-aqua.org/find-a-supplier/
https://asc-aqua.org/find-aip/
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Intended Uses
Transparency - Assurance | Programme Programme Market Value-add
Public Disclosure review and performance | development | services

development; metrics,
Metric setting impacts

Farm Certification
Non-conformance with ASC Farm | +/ VA Vi Vi Vi
Standard and Certification and
Accreditation Requirements
Farm location spatial data Vi vV
Farm site and production details Vi vV
Dispatched volumes of ASC
production

Wetland restoration VA
Wildlife interactions
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Cause and incidents of escapes,
escape counts and exceedance
Benthic impacts in the locale of VA
farm operations

Water quality on farm and in the
locale of farm operations

Energy use and greenhouse gas
emissions
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Feed properties, feed use and
feed efficiencies

Sea lice monitoring, threshold
exceedance and treatments
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Mortality (of production species)
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Intended Uses
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Transparency - Assurance | Programme Programme Market Value-add
Public Disclosure review and performance | development | services
development; metrics,
Metric setting impacts

Veterinary therapeutants - Vi Vi Vi Vi Vi
Antimicrobial use
Conditions on family farms, Child vV Vi Vi Vi Vi
labour
Worker health and safety, vV Vi Vi Vi
Incidents, accidents
Employee Association vV Vi Vi
Employee recruitment, vV Vi Vi
composition, contracts
Living wage vV Vi Vi Vi
Working hours vV Vi Vi
Employee accommodations Vi
Grievances Vi VA
Community interactions VA Vi VA
Non-conformance with ASC Farm | +/ VA Vi VA Vi Vi
Standard and Certification and
Accreditation Requirements
Water consumption by feed mills | +/ Vi VA Vi
Waste disposal amounts and Vi Vi Vi Vi
processes
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Intended Uses
Transparency - Assurance | Programme Programme Market Value-add
Public Disclosure review and performance | development | services

development; metrics,
Metric setting impacts

Energy use and greenhouse gas vV V v Y V
emissions
Due diligence and risk vV v/ v/ N N v

assessments, fishery assessments
or ingredient manufacturer
assessment summary across

ingredients
Volumes of feed sold Vi Vi Vi Vi
Volumes of marine ingredients Vi Vi Vi Vi Vi

and their level of sustainability
Logo License Use

Activity of ASC labelled products VA Vi Vi
by type across markets
Non-conformance with ASC Vi VA Vi VA Vi Vi
Chain of Custody Standard and
Certification and Accreditation
Requirements
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Specific data attributes carry distinct uses across assurance to facilitate the crosschecking of supply chain traceability
information for input and output exercises, alignment with the Global Dialogues on Seafood Traceability (GDST), and those
requested by the supply chain to supplement their information needs. As with data submitted under ASC certification
programmes.

TraceASC digital traceability platform Intended Uses

Supply chain GDST alignment | Supply chain
transparency requested value

Business profile X X X X
Farm production unit details X X X

Feed supplier details and sourcing X X X X
Stock supplier details and sourcing X X X X
Farm production details X X X X
Stocking, production and harvesting details X X X X
Feed product use X X X X
ASC labelled product details X X X X
Processing and packing information on production | X X X X
types and batch

Product transactions across supply chain X X X X

ASC will continue to monitor and evaluate the use of these data to deliver learnings for programme development and revision.
Updates will be communicated through annual revisions to this report. Stakeholder are encouraged to provide feedback on
ASC programme data to data@asc-agua.org.
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https://ascaqua.sharepoint.com/sites/ImpactsME/Shared%20Documents/General/08_Data%20reporting%20and%20submissions/Annual%20Data%20Submission%20Review%20+%20Report/data@asc-aqua.org

