
Marine 
Ingredients
ASC is encouraging the use of 
responsibly produced marine 
ingredients in aquafeeds.
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Marine ingredients are just one group out of many types 
of ingredients that are used in aquafeed. 

ASC certified feed mills must have a supplier 

code of conduct to ensure traceability and 

mitigation measures have been initiated for socio-

environmental risks in ingredient supply chains. 

Principle 2 due diligence applies to all feed 

ingredients, including both whole-fish and marine 

ingredient by-products. 

For all ingredients >1% of total annual purchased 

volume, feed manufacturers must conduct due 

diligence on primary raw material production for 

legal, social and environmental risk factors. In the 

context of wild-caught marine ingredients, including 

fishmeal and fish oil (FMFO), this means the fishery 

origin must be assessed to ensure it is low risk for: 

ASC Feed Standard: Principle 2 Due Diligence

Principle 4 Majority Sustainability Level (MSL) is an extra requirement only for whole-fish that have already 

demonstrated low-risk under Principle 2.

The MSL requires feed mills to source from increasingly well managed fisheries over time. This applies to at 

least 50% of whole-fish ingredients sourced. 

ASC Feed Standard:  
Principle 4 Marine Ingredients Majority Sustainability Level

Therefore, a holistic approach is needed. Both ASC Feed Standard and ASC Farm Standard contain 

requirements that address the use of responsibly produced marine ingredients.

Illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing

Forced or child 
labour

Use of endangered 
species



“ASC remains a growing global driver of demand for more responsibly 
produced marine ingredients to be used in aquafeeds.”

ASC Farm Standard: Forage Fish Dependency Ratio (FFDR)

In the ASC Farm Standard, FFDR sets limits for the use of whole-fish derived fishmeal and fish oil (FMFO), 

whereas by-products are excluded from the calculation. The FFDR limits vary by species because each have 

different nutritional needs that must be met.

Use of whole fish and fishmeal marine proteins from the same species and family as the species being farmed 

is prohibited.

Only ASC provides data on the conversion rate for fishmeal and fish oil for each individual certified farm in the 

audit reports.

Find all species and their FFDR limits covered by ASC here.

Selling ASC labelled seafood means you benefit from the security of a farmed seafood supply chain that:

What this means...

MSC: Environmental certification of fisheries. MarinTrust: Certification for marine 
ingredients production facilities.

The sustainability level of the majority (>50%) of all whole-fish ingredients needs to improve overtime

Sets limits on the inclusion of marine 

ingredients used in feed for various 

species, specific to their nutritional 

requirements

Gives you transparency of information 

so you can answer external stakeholder 

queries about your sourcing

Uses ingredients, including marine and 

plant based, in its feed that are low risk for 

legal, environmental and social impacts

 

Sets incentives for supplying and 

demanding industries to address 

sustainability concerns and use market 

mechanisms to drive the demand for 

improvement upwards
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https://asc-aqua.org/producers/asc-standards/#farm

