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Can You Use U.S. Soy in 
ASC-Conforming Feed?

If you are a feed mill conducting Principle 5, Pathway 2 (Sectoral Assessments) Due Diligence on your 

U.S.-sourced soy ingredients, please find guidance on use of USSEC’s ‘Sector Assessment of U.S. Soy Risk

of Legal Deforestation/Conversion’ as evidence on the ASC website here.

Soy plays an important role in 

the aquafeed ingredient basket. 

The ASC Feed Standard sets clear 

requirements for responsible 

sourcing of all ingredients. 

While U.S. soy is widely available, 

using it in ASC-conforming feed 

involves a few specific steps due to 

risk assessments associated with 

deforestation and land conversion.

Current risk ratings for U.S. soy

Principle Risk Rating under 
Country Risk Scorecard

Implications

Principle 2:  

Due Diligence (Legal, 

Environmental, Social)

Low risk U.S. soy is an eligible 

ingredient under this 

principle

Principle 5:  

Legal Deforestation 

and Land Conversion

Medium risk U.S. soy requires further 

demonstration of low 

risk to qualify

You can use U.S. soy in ASC-conforming feed if you follow the right paths

Is the soy from the U.S.?

Does it demonstrate low 

risk for Principle 5 Legal 

Deforestation & Land 

Conversion criteria?

U.S. is medium risk on ASC 

Country Risk Scorecard for 

legal deforestation & land 

conversion 

Can low risk be demonstrated via:  

Pathway 2 (Sector Assessment); or 

Pathway 3 (Ingredient Manufacturer Assessment); or  

Pathway 4 (Accepted Certification Schemes)?

Does it demonstrate low 

risk for Principle 2 �due 

diligence criteria? 

U.S. is low risk on ASC 

Country Risk Scorecard for 

legal, environmental and 

social risks 

Can be used as non-eligible ingredient in Mass-Balance feed 

and must have a public action plan for D/C-free supply chains 

Can be used as an eligible ingredient in 

ASC-conforming feed

YES 

YES NO

NOYES 

https://asc-aqua.org/producers/asc-standards/variance-request-and-interpretation/QA0585/

