Setting The
Standard for
Seafood

What If You Ca
ASC Conforming Fee
Guide for ASC-Certified Farms

After 31 October 2025,
for ASC-certified species.

You may be facing challenges securing ASC conforming feed, for example:

e Limited supply in your area

o Long distances or high transport costs limiting accessibility

» High costs of local or more accessible conforming feed supply

» Ongoing discussions with your feed mill suppliers that are not yet ASC certified

If this applies to your situation, you should speak to your Conformity Assessment Body (CAB). QA413 sets

out expectations for sourcing on and onward from the 31 October deadline.

Existing VR for Feed

Non-conformities Important to Note
In June 2025, ASC issued VR1004, outlining: VR1004 does not extend the 31 October 2025
deadline. If non-ASC feed is used post-deadline, CABs
+ How CABs should grade and manage will raise a non-conformity during your farm audit.
non-conformities if a farm is not using 100%
ASC conforming feed after the 31 October It only applies for the first non-conformity raised by
2025 deadline your CAB. Any further non-conformities on

non-ASC feed use will be managed under standard

« How different closure deadlines I e o .
= AP Certification & Accreditation Requirements (CAR),

based on the farm’s level of engagement . . o .
possibly escalating to a certificate suspension.

with feed mills
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https://asc-aqua.org/producers/asc-standards/variance-request-and-interpretation/VR1004/
https://asc-aqua.org/producers/asc-standards/variance-request-and-interpretation/QA0413/

What Evidence of Engagement Do You Need?

Your evidence of engagement with feed mills can include:

» Active communication in which you request your feed supplier to become ASC-certified and
offer ASC conforming feed,;

o Written agreements by your feed mill to start the ASC certification process;
» Your feed mill is already in an audit process for ASC feed certification.

This helps your CAB understand your situation and verify that you are working towards full compliance.

Simple Guide: The VR Process

Variance Requests allow ASC and CABs to handle exceptional or unforeseen situations by granting
temporary, case-specific deviations from standard requirements while maintaining programme integrity.
Here's how it works:

n Contact your CAB n CAB checks
Explain your situation, why you If a similar VR already exists
need a VR and how you think your

situation matches the criteria V they will guide you to follow that
described in VR1004 approved VR

x your CAB will submit your VR
request to ASC

u ASC VR Committee You are informed
Reviews the request Of the decision through your CAB
» They may approve, not approve,
or decline it

This additional process is a tool to provide flexibility and allow additional time during
the transition period. To ensure transparency, all VRs are publicly available on the ASC
Variance Request and Interpretation Platform.
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https://asc-aqua.org/producers/asc-standards/variance-request-and-interpretation/



